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Cedric and Norma \

Jean Kirchner are
having the time of their
lives on ShopNBC

Hometown

Hero

Meet
Joe Mauer
All-Star catcher

for the
Minnesota
Twins

for afab girls 4.
weekend! -
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According to jacal legend,

a, the daughter of
Er:li::::h:di.an Chiel Red Wing,
jeapt 1o her death from the
tallest biufi rathes than marry

the brave {hat her father had

chosen for her.
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ecret Heart
of Maiden Rock

Joseph Campbell meets Monty Python in the
reverent yet irreverent art of B.J. Christofferson

here are some people
who believe thar Maiden
Rock, Wis, fmuardenrock.
org is sitvated on a vortex, or
energy center. For the record, B.J.
Chnstofferson is not one of them.
But, Chrstofferson will admue that
there is something that lured her
to open her Secret Heart Gallery
(secretheartgallery.com) n this tiny,
picturesque town on the Great River
Road overlooking Lake Pepin, about
an hour southeast of the Twin Cites.
For Chnstofferson, the move
1w Maden Rock represents a
commitment to her art, a fascmanng

and mysterious amalgam of classical
religious and archerypal imagery,
words and everyday objects such as
artichokes, motorcycles and birds®
nests. “Recently, someone described
my work as Joseph Campbell-meets-
Maonty Python,” Chrstofferson laughs.
Until a year ago, Chrstofferson
worked with aunsoic teenapers
at Southwest High School in
Minneapolis, Bur, working full-ime,
making art and doing art shows
became increasingly challenging for the
artist. “1 have endless ideas and | really
can’t keep up with them, as there are
not enough hours in the day,”™ she



s, Hending the siron call of her mane,
Chrisnolferson made the move from big
ity 1o incredibly small fowmn,
Chrstofferson’s charming brick
hamedgallery is directly across the
strvet from a bakery that sells impos-
uibly delicious creations sisch as fresh
vellow pmcs.pv;ule BaEn arfewis with
crushed bright pink peppercorns,
cheesecake, quiche and beautiful
beeads. Her tunquorse-painted frong
parch is ffled with favorite things
chosen for their cobor, graphics,
energy, power and humor. Resist
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“Like miniature stage sets for the passion
plavs that take place inside Christofferson’s
extraordinarily reverent vet imeverent mind,

her dioramas are wooden boxes filled with layers

of words, images, whimsy and mystery.”

the urge 1o shop for shiny Mexscan
rin arnaments, milagros for good
luck, necklaces, bracelets, match-
buses, postands of Clse Cuacvara
and other treasares until yoa've sen
Chnsiofferson’s dioramas and “iourisg
art™ on the walls mside

Likee maniature stage sets for the
passion plays that take place inade
Chrmspofierson s extranadinarily
reverent Yot irreverent mind, her
dioramas are wooden boxes filled
with layers of words, images, whimay
and mystery. What she calls tourst
ant are actually small treasures made
of clay sdomed with jewels, beads,
codns and milagros, ®| named i
tourist an because this is what |

want to find when | go somewhere
om vacation. | always look for things
like these, bat never find them, so |
decided 1o make my own.”

Even tourits who don't believe
im voreeses find Secret Heart Gallery
to be a spiritual, mystical place. “For
me, the hieart is the thing that keeps us
alive,” Christofferson says. =1t is our
persona, and so the secret beart is the
imnermonst person, the eeal you,™
SECRET HEART GALLERY
WAE5D Hwy 35
Mardnn Rock, Wi
Telephons 7185, 448 2008

socrothaarigalery.com
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